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County’s worst bottlenecks cluster 


in central San Diego 


San Diego County's worst 


bottlenecks have moved toward the 
city’s heart as traffic conditions in 


North County improve. 


The worst bottleneck is at I-805 
southbound at l-15, where nearly 
500,000 vehicle hours were wasted 


idling in traffic in the last 12 


months. Previous analysis done by 
the Union-Tribune showed more 


bottlenecks in San Marcos, but 


getting through central San Diego is 
now more frustrating for motorists. 
The analysis uses data from the 


Caltrans Performance 
Measurement System, 
which uses sensors to 
monitor traffic statewide. 
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3.3 miles 


Caltrans defines a bottleneck 


as “a regularly occurring delay 


at a specific location due 
mostly to problems in the 


the flow of traffic.” 


Weekends, holidays and areas 
where bottlenecks occurred in 
less than half of working days were 


excluded. 


Top 10 worst bottlenecks in San Diego County 


Rank 


Freeway, total delay in vehicle hours 


MEE 495.309 242 


Days Time 
active of day 


Sources: Caltrans; Performance Measurement System; SANDAG 
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Regional planning experts say problem isn't likely to get better anytime soon 


BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH 


As the economy rebounds in 
San Diego County so has traffic 
congestion. 

With more people employed 
and the price of gas low, com- 
mute times are at their highest 
since before the start of the re- 
cession. 

Regional planning experts 
say traffic isn’t likely to get better 
anytime soon in San Diego or in 
other growing metropolitan 
areas across the country. 

Building rail projects and 
clustering homes near job cen- 
ters can spur economic growth 
while limiting the impacts to 
clogged freeways, according to 
officials. However, travel routes 
are in such high demand that 
traffic jams will be, at least for 
the foreseeable future, just part 
of the American way of life. 

“If you build additional high- 
way lanes, there’s this latent de- 
mand out there — people who 
would be using the highway if it 
were faster, if there were less con- 
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Traffic comes to a crawl after several rain-related accidents on 
the north Interstate 15 in Rancho Bernardo. 


gestion — so those people will 
come in once the highway is 
wider,” said Michael Anderson, a 
professor at UC Berkeley who 
studies the relationship between 


transit and highway systems. 
Despite the growing rush- 
hour slog, average travel times in 
San Diego aren’t the worst in the 
nation, according to a report by 


26.1 


San Diego County’s average 
travel time to work 
in minutes 


I B1- Tiny Indian community 
of Pala seeks relief from huge 
traffic problem. 


the San Diego Association of 
Governments. San Diego region 
ranks 19th in the nation, with an 
average commute of about 26 
minutes and an annual gross do- 
mestic product of $220 billion. 
New York ranked first at more 
than 36 minutes and a GDP of 
$1.6 trillion. The Riverside-San 
Bernardino metropolitan area 
came in fourth despite its rela- 
tively small economy of $140 bil- 
lion a year. 
Los Angeles, known for its 
SEE TRAFFIC ¢ A9 


FBI FAILED TO NOTIFY MOST U.S. TARGETS ABOUT RUSSIAN HACKERS 


Agency knew details 
of attempts to break 
into Gmail accounts 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON 
The FBI failed to notify scores 
of U.S. officials that Russian hack- 
ers were trying to break into their 
personal Gmail accounts despite 
having evidence for at least a year 


that the targets were in the Krem- 
lin’s crosshairs, the Associated 
Press has found. 

Nearly 80 interviews with 
Americans targeted by Fancy Bear, 
a Russian government-aligned cy- 
berespionage group, turned up 
only two cases in which the FBI had 
provided a heads-up. Even senior 
policymakers discovered they were 
targets only when the AP told 
them, a situation some described 
as bizarre and dispiriting. 

“It’s utterly confounding,” said 


Philip Reiner, a former senior di- 
rector at the National Security 
Council, who was notified by the 
AP that he was targeted in 2015. 
“You’ve got to tell your people. 
You’ve got to protect your people.” 

The FBI declined to discuss its 
investigation into Fancy Bear’s 
spying campaign, but did provide 
a statement that said in part: 
“The FBI routinely notifies indi- 
viduals and organizations of po- 
tential threat information.” 

Three people familiar with the 


matter, including a current anda 
former government official, said 
the FBI has known for more thana 
year the details of Fancy Bear’s at- 
tempts to break into Gmail in- 
boxes. A senior FBI official, who 
was not authorized to publicly dis- 
cuss the hacking operation be- 
cause of its sensitivity, declined to 
comment on when it received the 
target list, but said that the bu- 
reau was overwhelmed by the 
sheer number ofattempted hacks. 

SEE HACKERS e A6 


Local brothers’ ‘Dracula’ poster sells for record $525,800 


Online auction also sold other movie memorabilia from their father’s collection 


BY PETER ROWE 


Arthur and James Mitchell can 
sink their teeth into a windfall after 
selling arare 1931 “Dracula” poster 
for a record-smashing $525,800. 

That’s the most ever paid for a 
movie poster, and far more than ei- 
ther brother anticipated. 

“We were completely stunned,” 
said Arthur Mitchell, a semi-re- 
tired financial planner from La 


probably $10,000 or $15,000.” 

Only two prints of this poster 
are known to exist. It’s dominated 
by a painting of Bela Lugosi, a 
Hungarian immigrant who rose to 
stardom on this role. His menac- 
ing face emerges from a deep blue 
background, looming over yellow 
letters spelling out the movie’s ti- 
tle. 

“There were four different 
styles of posters created for the 


vintage posters for Heritage Auc- 
tions, the Texas company that 
supervised this poster’s auction. 
“But this style is the one which 
many people recognize as out- 

standing.” 

The auction began online 
and ended with live bidding last 
weekend in Dallas. The new 
owner’s identify was not re- 
vealed, although a Heritage 
spokesman said it was “an 
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Rep. John Conyers Jr., D-Mich., 
was the top Democrat on the 
House Judiciary Committee. 
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Congress facing pressure 
to address harassment 


BY YAMICHE ALCINDOR 
& SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 


WASHINGTON 

Lawmakers are facing mount- 
ing pressure to end Capitol Hill’s 
culture of secrecy over sexual har- 
assment as they return from a holi- 
day break, with members of both 
parties calling for Congress to 
overhaul its handling of miscon- 
duct claims and to unmask law- 
makers who have paid settlements 
using taxpayer money. 

On Sunday, the debate over sex- 
ual harassment cost one lawmaker 
who has paid such a settlement — 
Rep. John Conyers Jr. of Michigan — 
his post as the top Democrat on the 
House Judiciary Committee, at 
least temporarily. Conyers, the long- 
est-serving member of the House, 
announced that he was stepping 
aside as the House Ethics Commit- 
tee investigates allegations that he 
sexually harassed aides. 

SEE CONYERS e A7 


Bw A4- Sen. Al Franken says he’s 
“embarrassed and ashamed.” 

I A4: Trump urges vote for Moore 
over “liberal” opponent in Alabama. 


HOPE SEEN 
FOR DRUGS 
THAT MUTE 
BAD GENES 


BY PAUL SISSON 


What started more than a dec- 
ade ago as ahunch among a small 
group of San Diego researchers has 
grown into real hope for treating 
currently-incurable neurodegen- 
erative diseases. 

Next year, Carlsbad’s Ionis 
Pharmaceuticals is expected to re- 
lease clinical trial results for Hunt- 
ington’s and Lou Gehrig’s diseases 
that use designer DNA drugs to 
mute the mutant genes responsi- 
ble for causing patients’ nervous 
systems to gradually go haywire. 

If early trial results show a re- 
duction in levels of the harmful 
proteins believed to cause these 
diseases, then larger trials are 
likely to follow providing a new 
path to fight life-stealing condi- 
tions that, for all of human history, 
have remained untouchable by 
medicine. 

SEE DRUGS « A8 


“We were 
completely 
stunned. 
We 
thought it 
was worth 
probably 
$10,000 or 
$15,000.” 


Movie poster seller 
Arthur Mitchell 


Mesa. “We thought it was worth film,” said Grey Smith, director of SEE POSTER « A8 ap 
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